
Dear brothers and sisters,

Just a quick glance at what I've been up to. 

  

I went with my friend, Feston, to his village. We did a lot of walking. We visited some people he knew, 
especially widows, to give them a word from James 1, and share some useful items like soap, clothes 
and food. These people are some of the poorest in the world. They aren't less happy than we are, but it 
is nice that we can share some of what we have. We're all impoverished in different ways, and we all 
have gifts which meet others' needs. Sometimes that's knowledge, sometimes possessions. God wants 
us to have abundant life in every way, and the body of Christ is equipped to bring tastes of it before 
heaven. Sometimes it doesn't seem like we accomplish much, but God is able to multiply the loaves.

  

   

  

 An average house made of mud with a chair and a table (the tablecloth was our addition)

Feston and I plan to do more trips in the future and visit others. The relationships we build are 
important. 



I joined another friend, Only, to record children at a local church. They recited verses and sang songs. 
Only does this periodically-- she makes the recordings into radio programs. The children are really 
encouraged, knowing they're famous. I'm getting more comfortable with Malawian culture. I'm 
learning how I can better serve God's people here.

   

                                 Children singing                                                                         My graduation

With FTS, I weathered two weeks of classes in Leadership. This was the final of four discipleship 
modules dating back to last year. FTS hosts these courses for people from the villages who cannot 
afford theological education. They are intense, from 5am to 8pm everyday. I didn't understand 
everything in the local language, but I scored a passing grade!

Pray for:

– Continued favor toward my visa situation in Malawi. I'm on tourist visas because of the difficulty of 
getting anything else. I have to hop over the border every 3 months and re-enter, hoping they let me 
back in. 

– Plans are for me to record in Madagascar for 1-2 months starting in June. There are around 10 
languages to record there, which is at least a 4 month job. If I'm allowed to stay 2 months, I hope to 
finish half of them. I may also train a local how to record. Pray for safety and making connections with 
all the language speakers I'm supposed to record with-- they will be coming from all corners of 
Madagascar while I will most likely be in one or two places. I'm also attempting to learn Malagasy, 
since the country has French roots rather than English, making communication difficult. I'll explain 
more details in the coming weeks. Pray that all preparations would be made so that the work will be 
successful. Pray also for joy and peace for myself and the language speakers, since we will all be away 
from 'home'.

– Finally, pray that I can sneak a lemur through
customs on my way back. 

In Christ, 
Joel


